
Southern Company no longer issues 
paper certificates. Holders of cer-
tificated shares are encouraged to 
deposit certificates into book-entry 
at Wells Fargo to avoid the cost paid 
by the shareholder to replace shares 
lost due to loss, theft or destruction. 

To deposit your shares into book 
entry, send the original certificate 
(do not endorse) along with instruc-
tions to deposit into your account 
to: Wells Fargo Shareowner Services, 
1110 Centre Pointe Curve, Suite 101, 
Mendota Heights, MN 55120.

The theme of 
Southern Company’s 
2016 summary annual 
report, “The Energy to 
Lead” also served as 
the theme of the com-
pany’s annual meeting 
of stockholders, 
held May 24 in Pine 
Mountain, Georgia.

CEO Tom Fanning provided stockholders with an update 
on company business, with a focus on financial per-
formance and the strategic significance of last year’s 
acquisitions of Southern Company Gas (formerly AGL 
Resources), PowerSecure and an equity stake in the 
Southern Natural Gas pipeline system.

The meeting began with Fanning recognizing military 
veterans in attendance, as well as employee Khadijah 
Diggs, who will compete in the long course triathlon for 
Team USA at this summer’s World Championships.

In the formal business session, Fanning announced the 
voting results of six items from this year’s Southern 

Company proxy statement.  Three items were approved 
and two items were not approved, including a stockholder 
proposal for a report on company strategy to align with 
the International Energy Agency’s 2 Degrees Celsius sce-
nario. (Intended to mitigate the worst impacts of climate 
change and limit global warming to less than two degrees 
Celsius, the International Panel on Climate Change esti-
mates that a 50 percent reduction in global greenhouse 
gas emissions is needed by 2050, relative to 1990 levels.)

In his state of the company report, Fanning updated 
stockholders on the company’s financial performance 
and outlined ways in which Southern Company is 
well-positioned to lead the energy industry into the 
future. Fanning then provided an update on the status of 
the company’s major construction projects, Vogtle units 
3 and 4, and the Kemper County energy facility. He also 
highlighted significant company awards and recognitions 
for industry, environmental and cultural achievements.

The meeting concluded with Fanning spending about an 
hour answering stockholder questions, including inquiries 
about coal ash ponds, renewable energy, climate change 
and other issues. The meeting can be viewed online at 
southerncompany.com.
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Financial recordkeeping is the responsibility of you–the 
shareholder. Shareholders who receive cash dividends by 
direct deposit receive an advice for that dividend detailing 
the transaction. Shareholders receiving a dividend check 
have the dividend transaction detail on the check stub. 
Shareholders reinvesting their dividends receive a state-
ment showing the share price and the shares credited for 

that dividend event. The IRS requires a cost basis for the 
shares you sell in your tax filing for the year they are sold. 

While Southern Company does have some historical infor-
mation available, we cannot be lifetime record keepers 
for the thousands of shareholders who have held our 
stock. We encourage you to keep all communications from 
Southern Company with your financial records.
Remember To:
 • Cash your dividend check promptly.
 • Confirm your dividend direct deposit at your 
  bank on payable date.
 • Review each dividend reinvestment statement 
  and keep with financial papers.
 • Report any discrepancies or account problems 
  promptly to Well Fargo at 800.554.7626 or to 
  Southern Company at 404.506.0965.
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Current Southern Company news can always be found at www.southerncompany.com

Shareholders must be enrolled in the Southern Invest-
ment Plan in order to purchase additional shares directly 
from Southern Company. Shares are purchased every 
week-usually on Thursday. Funds must be received no 

later than the previous business day to be included in 
that week’s investment. Your can enroll in the Plan online 
at www.shareowneronline.com or by calling Wells Fargo 
at 1.800.554.7626.

Don’t wait for your dividend 
check! Southern Company en-
courages cash dividend recipients 
to authorize direct deposit of 
their quarterly dividends. Direct 
Deposit sends your dividend 
funds directly to your bank on 

payable day eliminating in-
conveniences due to weather 
delay, lost or stolen checks. You 
can request the direct deposit 
authorization form by calling 
1.800.554.7626 or 404.506.0965.
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Southern Company 
named to DiversityInc’s 
Top 50 Companies for 
Diversity for second 
consecutive year.


