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Building on the Merck Foundation’s longstanding commitment to advancing access to high-

quality health care, new national initiative supports grants to 11 organizations across the

country

RAHWAY, N.J.--(BUSINESS WIRE)-- The Merck Foundation announced today the launch of the Collaborative for Equity

in Cardiac Care, a $22 million, �ve-year initiative aimed at enhancing access to high-quality, person-centered health

care for people living with heart conditions in the U.S. Eleven organizations are receiving grants to support the

development and implementation of evidence-informed, comprehensive programs to improve health outcomes in

communities where access to timely care for cardiovascular disease is a challenge.

“Cardiovascular disease continues to be the number one cause of death for men and women living in the U.S., and

its burden hits under-resourced communities the hardest. By addressing the medical and social needs of people

living with heart conditions, the Collaborative for Equity in Cardiac Care will have a signi�cant, lasting impact on the

health and wellbeing of individuals and communities across the country,” said Kalahn Taylor-Clark, vice president

and head, Social Impact & Sustainability, Merck.

The Foundation is providing grants to select non-pro�t health care and public health organizations working with

local community-based groups. As a Collaborative, they will help bridge gaps in the delivery of care for a range of

heart conditions and advance sustainable, and potentially scalable, approaches to improve the lives of people with

heart disease.
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Collaborative program grantees include:

Capital Health System(Trenton, New Jersey)

The Foundation for Black Women’s Wellness(Madison, Wisconsin)

Gallup Community Health(Gallup, New Mexico)

Georgia State University Research Foundation/Atlanta Regional Collaborative for Health

Improvement(Atlanta, Georgia)

La Clínica del Pueblo(Washington, D.C.)

MedNorth Health Center(New Hanover, North Carolina)

Providence Medical Foundation(Sonoma County, California)

Public Health Institute/Population Health Innovation Lab(Lake County, California)

University of Chicago(Chicago, Illinois)

UPMC Center for High-Value Health Care(McKeesport, Pennsylvania)

Zufall Health Center(Morris County, New Jersey)

The Foundation is also supporting the Johns Hopkins Center for Health Equity as the Collaborative’s National

Program O�ce (NPO), which will provide technical assistance to grantees as they build local partnerships and

implement their programs. The NPO will also foster peer-to-peer learning among grantees, conduct a cross-site

evaluation and disseminate the Collaborative’s results and lessons learned.

“Collaborative grantees serve a range of populations, and each one has �rsthand experience in addressing the

speci�c gaps in access to high-quality cardiac care in their communities,” says Lisa A. Cooper, MD, MPH, MACP,

director at Johns Hopkins Center for Health Equity and director of the Collaborative NPO. “Bringing together these

outstanding organizations to strengthen local partnerships and address the social and environmental factors that

in�uence health will not only meet immediate patient need but also pave the way for sustained improvements in

the delivery of cardiac care across the U.S.”

The Collaborative for Equity in Cardiac Care builds on the Foundation’s legacy of investing in community-focused

programs that improve access to high-quality health care in underserved communities, including the Alliance for

Equity in Cancer Care, which is currently operating in seven states.

About the Merck Foundation 
 The Merck Foundation is a U.S.-based, private charitable foundation. Established in 1957 by Merck, a leading global

biopharmaceutical company, the Foundation is funded entirely by the company and is Merck’s chief source of

funding support to quali�ed non-pro�t charitable organizations. Since its inception, the Foundation has contributed

more than $1 billion to support important initiatives that address critical global health and societal needs that are

consistent with Merck’s purpose: to save and improve lives around the world. For more information, visit
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https://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=https%3A%2F%2Farchicollaborative.org%2F&esheet=54349174&newsitemid=20251103058367&lan=en-US&anchor=Georgia+State+University+Research+Foundation%2FAtlanta+Regional+Collaborative+for+Health+Improvement&index=4&md5=6220c5d8460ee99d6dd617b516c354a5
https://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.lcdp.org%2F&esheet=54349174&newsitemid=20251103058367&lan=en-US&anchor=La+Cl%26iacute%3Bnica+del+Pueblo&index=5&md5=442b013f63c08afc69aa70902a34e1f2
https://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=https%3A%2F%2Fmednorth.org%2F&esheet=54349174&newsitemid=20251103058367&lan=en-US&anchor=MedNorth+Health+Center&index=6&md5=7ad2682cae7083cb6613d2173bdfcbfe
https://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.providence.org%2F&esheet=54349174&newsitemid=20251103058367&lan=en-US&anchor=Providence+Medical+Foundation&index=7&md5=bd8b36c0c8e1b4d58f771a72d028c0fd
https://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=https%3A%2F%2Fpophealthinnovationlab.org%2F&esheet=54349174&newsitemid=20251103058367&lan=en-US&anchor=Public+Health+Institute%2FPopulation+Health+Innovation+Lab&index=8&md5=f2625065c00999acb5afb2ebc07f3ae2
https://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.uchicagomedicine.org%2F&esheet=54349174&newsitemid=20251103058367&lan=en-US&anchor=University+of+Chicago&index=9&md5=4bb9c267d9a8f77b92ab112c4b88723f
https://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.upmchighvaluehealthcare.com%2F&esheet=54349174&newsitemid=20251103058367&lan=en-US&anchor=UPMC+Center+for+High-Value+Health+Care&index=10&md5=a272aa6d9dce47a9a9ec0d511df0082f
https://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.zufallhealth.org%2F&esheet=54349174&newsitemid=20251103058367&lan=en-US&anchor=Zufall+Health+Center&index=11&md5=39757ed818e9108c1f92204a54287221
https://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=https%3A%2F%2Fpublichealth.jhu.edu%2Fcenter-for-health-equity&esheet=54349174&newsitemid=20251103058367&lan=en-US&anchor=Johns+Hopkins+Center+for+Health+Equity&index=12&md5=957181704529f8735012d29aed37986b
https://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.merck.com%2Fcompany-overview%2Fsustainability%2Fphilanthropy%2Fadvancing-equity-in-cancer-care%2F&esheet=54349174&newsitemid=20251103058367&lan=en-US&anchor=Alliance+for+Equity+in+Cancer+Care&index=13&md5=8b4a8495c3fd7881dbb72ce6fd1e196d
https://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.merck.com%2Fcompany-overview%2Fsustainability%2Fphilanthropy%2Fadvancing-equity-in-cancer-care%2F&esheet=54349174&newsitemid=20251103058367&lan=en-US&anchor=Alliance+for+Equity+in+Cancer+Care&index=13&md5=8b4a8495c3fd7881dbb72ce6fd1e196d


https://www.merck.com/company-overview/sustainability/philanthropy/
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john.cummins2@merck.com
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