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KENILWORTH, N.J., June 7, 2018 – Merck (NYSE: MRK), known as MSD outside the United States and Canada, acknowledges the
recent calls-to-act ion set forth by the World Health Organization (WHO), the American Cancer Society (ACS), and the
National Cancer Inst itute (NCI)-designated cancer centers to work towards the reduction and possible goal of elimination of
certain HPV-related cancers. While progress has been made in the fight against HPV-related diseases, more work needs to
be done as HPV-related cancers remain a significant public health burden in women and men. These efforts are important
steps toward a world where the number of women and men affected by certain HPV-related cancers is greatly reduced.

“Addressing the burden of HPV-related cancers will require sustained commitment and coordinated research and action
across mult iple stakeholders and should include screening, prevention, treatment, infrastructure strengthening, and
surveillance and monitoring,” said 
Julie Gerberding, M.D., M.P.H., executive vice president and chief patient officer at Merck. “Merck is committed to working
with the broader global public health and research community to continue to address the burden of certain HPV-related
cancers around the world.”

About HPV and related cancers and diseases

In the United States, human papillomavirus (HPV) will infect most sexually act ive males and females in their lifet ime.
According to the CDC, there are approximately 14 million new genital HPV infect ions in the United States each year, half of
which occur in people 
15 through 24 years of age. For most people, HPV clears on its own, but for others who don't  clear the virus it  could lead to
certain cancers and other diseases in males and females. There is no way to predict who will or won’t clear the virus.

HPV causes virtually all cervical cancer cases. Each day, about 36 women are diagnosed with cervical cancer in the United
States -- about 13,200 women per year. HPV also causes approximately 70-75 percent of vaginal cancer cases and
approximately 30 percent of vulvar cancer cases in females, and approximately 85-90 percent of anal cancers and 90
percent of genital warts in both females and males.

Anal cancer and genital warts affect both men and women. According to the American Cancer Society, an est imated 2,960
men and 5,620 women in the United States will be diagnosed with anal cancer in 2018, and overall rates have been increasing.
There is no routine screening recommended for the general populat ion to reduce the risk of anal cancer. Approximately
355,000 cases of genital warts occur each year in the United States. Approximately 3 out of 4 people get them after having
genital contact with someone who has genital warts.

About Merck

For more than a century, Merck, a leading global biopharmaceutical company known as MSD outside of the United States and
Canada, has been inventing for life, bringing forward medicines and vaccines for many of the world's most challenging
diseases. Through our prescript ion medicines, vaccines, biologic therapies and animal health products, we work with
customers and operate in more than 140 countries to deliver innovative health solut ions. We also demonstrate our
commitment to increasing access to health care through far-reaching policies, programs and partnerships. Today, Merck
continues to be at the forefront of research to advance the prevention and treatment of diseases that threaten people and
communit ies around the world - including cancer, cardio-metabolic diseases, emerging animal diseases, Alzheimer's disease
and infect ious diseases including HIV and Ebola. For more information, visit  www.merck.com and connect with us
on Twitter, Facebook, Instagram, YouTube and LinkedIn.

Forward-Looking Statement of Merck & Co., Inc., Kenilworth, N.J., USA

This statement of Merck & Co., Inc., Kenilworth, N.J., USA (the “company”) includes “forward-looking statements” within the
meaning of the safe harbor provisions of the U.S. Private Securit ies Lit igation Reform Act of 1995. These statements are
based upon the current beliefs and expectations of the company’s management and are subject to significant risks and
uncertaint ies. If underlying assumptions prove inaccurate or risks or uncertaint ies materialize, actual results may differ
materially from those set forth in the forward-looking statements.

Risks and uncertaint ies include but are not limited to, general industry condit ions and competit ion; general economic factors,
including interest rate and currency exchange rate fluctuations; the impact of pharmaceutical industry regulat ion and health
care legislat ion in the United States and internationally; global trends toward health care cost containment; technological
advances, new products and patents attained by competitors; challenges inherent in new product development, including
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obtaining regulatory approval; the company’s ability to accurately predict future market condit ions; manufacturing
difficult ies or delays; financial instability of international economies and sovereign risk; dependence on the effect iveness of
the company’s patents and other protections for innovative products; and the exposure to lit igation, including patent
lit igation, and/or regulatory act ions.

The company undertakes no obligation to publicly update any forward-looking statement, whether as a result  of new
information, future events or otherwise. Addit ional factors that could cause results to differ materially from those described
in the forward-looking statements can be found in the company’s 2017 Annual Report on Form 10-K and the company’s other
filings with the Securit ies and Exchange Commission (SEC) available at the SEC’s Internet site (www.sec.gov).
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