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This Fact Sheet highlights relevant aspects of the Côté Gold Project and findings of the environmental assessment 
that have been identified as key areas of interest to Aboriginal communities and local stakeholders. For more in 
depth information, please consult the draft Environmental Assessment report, available on IAMGOLD’s website.

What is “the Project”?
IAMGOLD Corporation is planning to develop, construct, 
operate and eventually close the Côté Gold Project 
(the Project), a new open pit gold mine. The Project 
is located approximately 20 km southwest of Gogama, 
130 km southwest of Timmins and 200 km northwest 
of Sudbury in the Chester and Neville Townships. The 
Project is expected to operate for 15 years and employ 
approximately 1,500 workers during the construction 
phase and 600 workers during the operations phase. 

What is an environmental 
assessment?
An Environmental Assessment (EA) is a process used 
to determine and manage the environmental effects 
of proposed projects before they are carried out. It 
identifies potential environmental effects and proposed 
measures to mitigate adverse environmental effects. 
An EA may include a follow-up program to verify 
the accuracy of the EA and the effectiveness of the 
mitigation measures. 

In an effort to avoid duplication, IAMGOLD has 
prepared a single body of documentation that meets 
the requirements of the Provincial EA process, and 

the Federal Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) 
requirements. IAMGOLD submitted the draft EA/EIS 
to the Provincial and Federal governments in early 
June 2014.

What are baseline studies?
Baseline studies were conducted by IAMGOLD to 
determine the current physical, biological and human 
environment conditions at, and around the Project 
site. Information for baseline studies was gathered 
from literature reviews, scientific field work, Aboriginal 
knowledge, interviews and public comments. 



cotegold@iamgold.com  www.iamgold.com cotegold@iamgold.com  www.iamgold.com

The Côté Gold Project, Environmental Assessment Findings Fact Sheet The Côté Gold Project, Environmental Assessment Findings Fact Sheet Page | 2 Page | 3

The baseline studies carried out for the Project include: 

Physical Environment Biological Environment Human Environment

•	Air quality;

•	Noise and vibration;

•	Geochemistry and geology;

•	Hydrogeology;

•	Hydrology and climate;

•	Surface and groundwater 
quality (including sediment 
quality)

•	Terrestrial biology:

•	Vegetation

•	Wildlife

•	Aquatic biology

•	Land and resource use;
•	Aboriginal traditional 

knowledge and land use;
•	Built heritage resources;
•	Archaeology;
•	Visual aesthetics; and
•	Socio-economics.

The information collected provides a foundation of 
knowledge for IAMGOLD, government regulators and 
local stakeholders to better comprehend and develop 
mitigations measures and to predict the effects the 
Project could have. Baseline studies allow for the 
development of management strategies to reduce 
negative effects, and enhance positive effects or 
benefits of the Project. 

What are the predicted residual 
effects of the Project?
Potential effects are determined by predicting how the 
Project will alter the baseline conditions at, and around 

the Project 
area. For 
each potential 
effect, a series 
of mitigation 
measures are 
proposed to 
minimize the 

effects of the Project on the environment. Residual 
effects are described here.

Air Quality
The current air quality in the Project area is typical 
or rural areas without industrial activities. Predictions 
indicate that the Project will affect the local air quality 
but will not exceed applicable standards.

Noise and Vibration
It is not expected that the Project will exceed any noise 
regulations. It is also predicted that noise levels during 
the daytime will be similar to existing noise levels. 
However, it is possible that nighttime noise levels may 
be louder than existing conditions. 

It is possible that some vibrations may be felt in some 
areas near the Project, however, this will not affect 
building structures.

Geochemistry and Geology
IAMGOLD has completed an extensive number of 
studies to assess the potential for acid generation from 
mine rock. The results from these studies indicate that 
the likelihood of net acid generation occurring in the 
mine rock piles and tailings is very low as the vast 
majority of the rock that will be mined is determined to 
be non-acid generating. 

What are residual effects?

Residual Effects: environmental 
effects that are expected to 
remain after mitigation measures 
have been applied.
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Hydrogeology (Ground Water)
Given that the type of rock near the open pit limits 
groundwater movement, the development of the 
Project is not expected to have an effect on the 
groundwater levels or neighbouring lake levels. 

Hydrology (Surface Water)
On the Project site, surface water flows through 
the Mollie River and Mesomikenda Lake before it 
discharges to the Minisinakwa Lake and ultimately 
the Mattagami River. The water quality in this area is 
typical of water bodies in the Canadian Shield. 

While the Project will have an extensive footprint within 
the local watersheds and require some realignment of 
watercourses, the Project has been designed in such 
a way to minimize potential negative effects to local 
surface waters. Part of this design includes ensuring 
that the Project is able to recycle as much water as 
possible, helping to minimize water intake and effluent 
discharges. 

Surface Water and Groundwater Quality
Water at the Project site will be managed to minimize 
release to the environment. Any water discharged will 
meet applicable criteria, which is protective of aquatic 
species. Lake and river water quality is expected to 
remain close to baseline conditions.

Terrestrial Biology - Vegetation 
The vegetation in the Project area is very typical of the 
mixed boreal forest region on Northern Ontario. The 
baseline studies for vegetation identified that there 
are no provincially or federally listed rare species in, 
or surrounding the Project area. 

Given the scale of construction and infrastructure 
required for the Project, there will be a direct loss of 
habitat. However, this effect is not expected to result in 
a change in abundance and distribution of vegetation 
communities in the region. 

Terrestrial Biology - Wildlife
There is a significant amount of wildlife diversity in the 
Project region, which is attributable to the high quality 
of diverse habitat. 

It is expected that some wildlife habitat will be 
disturbed as a result of habitat loss resulting from 
Project and transmission line construction. However, 
it is not expected that this would result in changes to 
populations levels, since suitable habitat quantity and 
quality will be still be available within the region. 

Aquatic Biology
The Project will involve the draining of Cote Lake, and the 
development of a number of watercourse realignments 
which are needed to facilitate mining and placement 
of Project infrastructure. Subsequently, IAMGOLD has 
designed these watercourse realignments to minimize 
the effects to fish and maintain or potentially improve 
the quality and abundance of existing fish habitat. 

Land and Resource Use and Aboriginal 
Traditional Knowledge and Land Use
Currently, the area around the Project site is primarily 
being used for resource development, such as mineral 
exploration and forestry, and outdoor recreation 
activities such as trapping, hunting and fishing are also 
important uses. There are cottagers that use the area 
throughout the year.

The Project area overlaps the traditional territory of 
Mattagami First Nation and Flying Post First Nation. 
These communities conducted a Traditional Knowledge 
and Land Use Study as part of the Environmental 
Assessment to determine how they have historically 
engaged with the land, and their current use. They 
identified a bald eagle nest, portage route and waterfowl 
hunting route and hunting point as being significant to 
their relationship with the Project site. 

Some community members of the Métis Nation of 
Ontario – Region 3 may also be using the land to 
gather mushrooms and berries and for fishing trout, 
pike, walleye and whitefish. 

While the Project will affect some areas used for 
traditional and non-traditional land uses, such as fishing 
and hunting, these activities will remain accessible to 
local community members within the region. 

Built Heritage Resources
Around the Project area, there are a total of 12 cultural 
heritage resources, and 19 built heritage resources. 
Effects are anticipated to be insignificant as these cultural 
heritage and 
built heritage 
r e s o u r c e s 
are not in 
close enough 
proximity to 
Project activities 
to be affected. 

Archaeology
As part of the EA, IAMGOLD is required by the 
Ministry of Tourism, Culture and Sport to identify any 
archaeological sites and features located within the 
Project property. During this process, archaeologists 
discovered a total of 37 archaeological sites and 31 
features. It was concluded in the baseline that some of 
these archaeological features will overlap the Project 
footprint. Following the initial archaeological studies to 
identify potential site, detailed studies and excavations 
were completed on sites within the Project footprint.

Built Heritage:

a place or infrastructure  that 
gives evidence of historical 
human activity or has spiritual or 
cultural meaning, and potentially 
historic value.
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Archaeological sites outside the Project boundaries will 
be protected and the Ministry of Tourism, Culture and 
Sport will review the submitted reports and findings to 
determine the extent of the sites’ significance. While 
the Project development will affect some sites during 
the construction of the Project, it is not anticipated that 
following the completed, approved excavations, that 
the Ministry will determine the sites to have further 
significance.

Visual Aesthetics
The Project will have an effect on some local residents’ 
view of the landscape, as the Mine Rock Area, Tailings 
Management Facility and low-grade ore stockpile will 
be visible from some locations around the Project. 
Although these components will be visible, visual 
modelling indicates that this should not limit local 
residents’ ability to continue enjoying the landscape 
around them. 

Socio-Economics
The area around the Project site is populated by the 
communities of Mattagami First Nation, Flying Post First 
Nation, Brunswick House First Nation and Gogama, 

Timmins, Sudbury, the 
Unorganized North 
Sudbury Subdivision 
and Unorganized 
Timiskaming West. 

The economy in the 
Project area has 
historically been 
influenced by the 
mining industry, and 
is well supported by 
local infrastructure. 

It is predicted that the Project will have an effect on 
the socio-economic structure of the region, but not to 
the extent that it will require community or government 
investment to manage changes. For example, some 
communities may experience a slight population 
increase, but it is anticipated that the existing 
infrastructure will be sufficient to support the increase. 

It is expected that the majority of effects from the 
Project to local communities will be positive. The 
Project will bring a number of employment and business 
opportunities to the region and will generate federal 
and provincial revenues. 

How could other activities in 
the area magnify the effects of 
this Project?
Several projects of varying scope and scale related to 
mining and exploration, forestry, and to a lesser degree, 
transportation, electricity and municipal development, 
are in the vicinity of the Project. The assessment of 
potential interactions determined that no other Project 
will facilitate an accumulation of adverse effects in 
conjunction with the Côté Gold Project. 

Has IAMGOLD considered 
alternatives to the Project?
As part of the Environmental Assessment process, 
IAMGOLD committed to consider potential alternatives 
to Côté Gold Project development. Subsequently, 
IAMGOLD has identified three potential alternatives for 
the Project including: 

1. Proceed with the Project in the near term, as 
planned by IAMGOLD 

2. Delay the Project until circumstances are more 
favourable

3. The “do-nothing” alternative (development of the 
Project is cancelled)

Overall, the preferred alternative is alternative Number 
1; to proceed with the Project in the near-term. From 
an environmental perspective, there is no difference in 
environmental effects associated with the alternative of 
proceeding with the Project as planned versus delaying 

the Project.

IAMGOLD also committed to consider alternative 
methods of carrying out the proposed Project. The 
following alternatives have been considered:

•	Mining method;
•	Minewater management;
•	Mine rock and overburden management;
•	Ore processing plant;
•	Process effluent treatment;
•	Tailings management facility;
•	Water supply;
•	Water discharge;
•	Watercourse realignments;
•	Site infrastructure positioning;
•	Aggregate supply;
•	Solid waste management and domestic  

sewage treatment;
•	Power supply and routing; and
•	Mine closure.

The preferred alternatives were selected based on the 
best consideration of environmental, economic aspects 
of the Project and inputs from various consultation 
activities. In other words, the selected alternatives are 
those that minimize disturbance to the environment, 
and make the Project financially feasible for IAMGOLD. 

Who Has IAMGOLD been 
talking to about the Project? 
What has the feedback been on 
the Project? 
Seeking input about the Project from local communities 
has been an important part of the Environmental 
Assessment process. In order to meet the consultation 
requirements of the EA, IAMGOLD has actively 
informed, engaged and responded to the concerns 
of potentially impacted Aboriginal groups, local 
municipalities, government agencies and other 
interested stakeholders about the Project design, 
EA process, Project effects predictions and planned 
mitigation strategies. 

Engagement of Aboriginal communities, local land 
users and community members, businesses and 
community organizations and government agencies is 
ongoing. Activities to date include, holding meetings, 
hosting open houses, conducting site visits and 
developing and issuing plain language materials (fact 
sheets, newsletters, etc.). IAMGOLD is committed to 
continued discussions with Aboriginal communities 
and other stakeholders about potential Project effects 
and appropriate mitigation strategies.

•	Key concerns about the Project raised by 
Aboriginal communities and other interested 
stakeholders included: 

•	Potential for Acid Rock Generation
•	Potential for Noise Effects on Adjacent Land Users 
•	Business, Employment and Training Opportunities
•	Mine Closure Planning 
•	Location of Mine Rock Areas and the Tailings 

Management Facility
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•	Potential Effects on Water Resources, Water 
Quality and Water Bodies

•	The need for Traditional Knowledge, Land Use 
and Project Agreements

•	Transmission Line Alignments
•	Waste Management Alternatives

What kind of risks does the 
Project present to local people 
and the environment? 
IAMGOLD completed an ecological and human health 
risk assessment to determine whether or not the Project 
would pose any unacceptable risks to populations in the 
Project area. Through this assessment, IAMGOLD was 
able to confirm that the Project and all Project-related 
emissions and discharges do not pose unacceptable 
risk to local communities, wildlife or fish communities. 

What kinds of accidents could 
happen on-site? How will 
IAMGOLD prevent accidents 
from occurring? 
Potential accidents and malfunctions that could affect 
the environment, should they occur at the Project, were 
identified to aid the preparation of emergency response 
and contingency plans for the Project. The accidents and 
malfunctions considered consist of Project structures 
failures, accidental spills or releases of contaminants, 
vehicular accidents and Project-related fires. 

Eachpotential accident and malfunction identified 
was subjected to a risk assessment to determine its 
likelihood of occurrence and measure of environmental 
consequence. With the appropriate mitigation strategies 
in place, no accidents and malfunctions were found to 
be of high risk.

IAMGOLD is committed to operate the Project, should 
it be approved, to the highest standards of operation, 
security and health and safety.

Who should I contact if I need 
further information?
For more information regarding the Côté Gold Project’s 
Environmental Assessment process, please visit: 
http://iamgold.com/English/Operations/Development-
Projec ts /Cote - Lake - Ontar io /Environmental -
Assessments-and-Approvals/default.aspx

Printed copies of the draft Environmental Assessment 
Report are being made available for public review and 
comment from June 13, 2014 to July 14, 2014 during 
regular business hours at the following locations:

Gogama

IAMGOLD Corporation 
Côté Gold Project 
3 Mesomikenda Lake Road 
P.O. Box 100 
Gogama, ON P0M 1W0 
T: 705-269-0010
Gogama Public Library 
3 Low Avenue 
P.O. Box 238 
Gogama, ON P0M 1W0 
T: 705-894-2448
Timmins
Timmins Public Library 
320 Second Avenue  
Timmins, ON P4N 8A4 
T: 705-360-2623
Sudbury
Greater Sudbury Public Library 
74 Mackenzie Street 
Sudbury, ON P3C 4X8 
T: 705-673-1155
Toronto
IAMGOLD Corporation 
401 Bay Street, Suite 3200 
P.O. Box 153 
Toronto, ON M5H 2Y4 
T: 416-360-4710
Ministry of the Environment 
Environmental Approvals Branch 
2 St. Clair Ave. West, Floor 12A  
Toronto, ON M4V 1L5  
T: 416-314-8001/1-800-461-6290

The draft Report will also be available for download 
beginning June 13, 2014 at: http://www.iamgold.com/
English/Operations/Development-Projects/Cote-Lake-
Ontario/Documents/Draft-EAEIS-Report and will be 
available for review at local Aboriginal offices.

Written comments about the draft Environmental 
Assessment Report are requested by July 14, 2014. 
Should you have any questions or comments about the 
draft Environmental Assessment Report or the Project, 
please direct these to:

Steven Woolfenden 
Manager, Corporate Environmental  
Assessments and Approvals 
IAMGOLD Corporation 
401 Bay Street, Suite 3200, P.O. Box 153 
Toronto, ON M5H 2Y4 
T: 416-594-2884 
E-mail: cotegold@iamgold.com 


