
 
December 19, 2011

First Solar Names Christopher Burghardt Head of Sales Operations - Europe 

Stephan Hansen to Leave Company

MAINZ, Germany - Dec. 19, 2011 - First Solar, Inc. (NASDAQ: FSLR) today announced that Christopher Burghardt will lead 
Sales Operations for First Solar in Europe in addition to his current responsibilities leading Government Affairs in the region. In 
his new role Burghardt will report to Jim Brown, President of Global Business Development, and will continue to report to Maja 
Wessels, Executive Vice President of Public Affairs, with respect to his Government Affairs responsibilities. Stephan Hansen, 
who has led First Solar's European sales organization for the past seven years, will leave First Solar effective May 1 2012. 

Both moves are part of a realignment of First Solar's European sales team amid a broader consolidation of the Company's 
worldwide sales and business development activities. As announced this week, First Solar has combined its Utility Systems 
Business Group and Components Business Group under a unified global structure led by Jim Brown, who has been appointed 
to the new role of President, Global Business Development.

"Christopher has a deep understanding of European markets that will be invaluable as we position our sales effort to develop 
sustainable, utility-scale energy opportunities," said Brown. "Stephan's contribution to First Solar cannot be understated. He 
helped found our European business and led it, with deep customer relationships, to more than $1 billion in annual sales and 4 
gigawatts of cumulative sales. Stephan will work with us to ensure a smooth transition."

"I am proud to have helped First Solar become the industry leader that it is today and I am confident that Christopher will build 
on this success," said Hansen. "With a highly talented and motivated team and superior technology First Solar is best 
positioned to lead Europe into a subsidy-free PV market." 

Burghardt joined First Solar in Sept. 2009 as Vice President of Government Affairs for EMEA. Prior to joining the company he 
was most recently Vice President for Corporate Affairs of Anheuser-Busch InBev for Western Europe and a Vice President for 
Business Development and Marketing EMEA at Hill & Knowlton in the EMEA region. He is a dual German-Belgian national and 
earned an MBA from the Wharton School of Business at the University of Pennsylvania, a master's degree from the College of 
Europe and a bachelor's from the University of Sussex and the Institut d'Etudes Politiques of Aix-en-Provence.  

Stephan Hansen joined First Solar as Managing Director for the EMEA region in 2004. At the same time he was Vice President 
for Sales, Market Strategy and Customer Service.  Before joining First Solar he spent 5 years in the U.S., first as general 
manager of a research & development venture, then starting his career in the photovoltaic industry as Chief Operating Officer 
of Schott Applied Power, a distribution and engineering, procurement and construction provider and Vice President of Sales 
and Marketing for RWE Schott Solar.  He earned his master's degree in mechanical engineering from the University of 
Stuttgart.  

About First Solar, Inc.
First Solar manufactures solar modules with an advanced semiconductor technology, and is a premier provider of 
comprehensive photovoltaic (PV) system solutions. The company is delivering an economically viable alternative to fossil-fuel 
generation today. From raw material sourcing through end-of-life collection and recycling, First Solar is focused on creating 
value-driven renewable energy solutions that protect and enhance the environment. For more information about First Solar, 
please visit www.firstsolar.com.

For First Solar Investors
This release contains forward-looking statements which are made pursuant to the safe harbor provisions of Section 21E of the 
Securities Exchange Act of 1934. The forward-looking statements in this release do not constitute guarantees of future 
performance. Those statements involve a number of factors that could cause actual results to differ materially, including risks 
associated with the company's business involving the company's products, their development and distribution, economic and 
competitive factors and the company's key strategic relationships and other risks detailed in the company's filings with the 
Securities and Exchange Commission. First Solar assumes no obligation to update any forward-looking information contained 
in this press release or with respect to the announcements described herein.
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