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First Solar Measures and Reports Its Carbon Footprint

Modules Produced Through 2010 Displace More Than 2 Million Metric Tons of Carbon Dioxide Per Year

TEMPE, Ariz.--(BUSINESS WIRE)-- First Solar, Inc. (Nasdaq: FSLR) today announced that the company participated in and 
received a score on its inaugural response to the Carbon Disclosure Project (CDP), an organization that gathers and reports 
greenhouse gas emissions for corporations around the world. First Solar is the first company solely focused on solar 
development to have its response scored by CDP and included in CDP's S&P 500 and Global 500 report.

First Solar's Disclosure Score was in the top quartile of the 339 S&P 500 respondents. For 2010, First Solar's global operations 
generated greenhouse gas emissions totaling approximately 194 metric tons of carbon dioxide emission equivalents (CO2e) 

per megawatt of modules produced, illustrating a reduction in carbon intensity of approximately 21 percent from 2008 to 2010. 
First Solar also reported that the 3.3 gigawatts of photovoltaic (PV) solar modules produced by the company through 2010 are 
being used globally to displace over 2 million metric tons of CO2e emissions per year for their 25+ year product life. 

CDP encourages companies to measure and report their carbon emissions to accelerate solutions to climate change.

"Like CDP, we at First Solar are focused on accelerating solutions to climate change and have taken a leadership role in 
measuring and reporting our carbon footprint," said Lisa Krueger, First Solar's Vice President of Sustainable Development. 
"Solar can play a significant role in addressing climate change. We encourage other solar power companies to help accelerate 
solutions to climate change by measuring and disclosing their life cycle carbon footprint."

First Solar provides an economically and environmentally viable alternative to fossil-fuel electricity generation. One of the 
advantages of First Solar's thin-film PV technology is that it has, on a life cycle basis, the smallest carbon footprint and the 
fastest energy payback time of commercially available PV technologies, allowing PV to scale rapidly while achieving carbon 
reductions. The company's product life cycle management approach also led to the development and implementation of the 
solar industry's first prefunded module collection and recycling program—an industry benchmark for environmental 
responsibility.

The CDP was launched in 2000 to accelerate solutions to climate change by putting relevant information at the heart of 
business, policy and investment decisions, and plays an important role in encouraging companies to measure and manage 
their direct and indirect carbon emissions and broader environmental footprint. Some 3,000 organizations in 60 countries 
around the world now measure and disclose their greenhouse gas emissions and climate change strategies through CDP in 
order that they can set reduction targets and make performance improvements.

To view First Solar's responses to CDP, please visit the CDP website. 

About First Solar, Inc.

First Solar manufactures solar modules with an advanced semiconductor technology, and is a premier provider of 
comprehensive photovoltaic (PV) system solutions. The company is delivering an economically viable alternative to fossil-fuel 
generation today. From raw material sourcing through end-of-life collection and recycling, First Solar is focused on creating 
value-driven renewable energy solutions that protect and enhance the environment. For more information about First Solar, 
please visit www.firstsolar.com. 

For First Solar Investors

This release contains forward-looking statements which are made pursuant to the safe harbor provisions of Section 21E of the 
Securities Exchange Act of 1934. The forward-looking statements in this release do not constitute guarantees of future 
performance. Those statements involve a number of factors that could cause actual results to differ materially, including risks 
associated with the company's business involving the company's products, their development and distribution, economic and 
competitive factors and the company's key strategic relationships and other risks detailed in the company's filings with the 

http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cdproject.net%2Fen-US%2FWhatWeDo%2FPages%2Foverview.aspx&esheet=50024307&lan=en-US&anchor=CDP+website&index=1&md5=14237766d9b6fc4154b8c628aace3fdf
http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.firstsolar.com&esheet=50024307&lan=en-US&anchor=www.firstsolar.com&index=2&md5=7f98d8f2f3064377a6ff542f634f1d14


Securities and Exchange Commission. First Solar assumes no obligation to update any forward-looking information contained 
in this press release or with respect to the announcements described herein.
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