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Southern Company and Ted Turner Energize Cimarron Solar Facility

Developed and constructed by First Solar, facility is among the nation’s largest solar photovoltaic plants 
and will provide power to Tri-State G&T

ATLANTA – The clean and plentiful sunshine of New Mexico is now producing electricity for some 9,000 homes as the Cimarron 
Solar Facility has begun commercial operation. At 30 megawatts, Cimarron is among the nation’s largest solar photovoltaic 
plants.

The facility is the first resulting from the partnership between Southern Company (NYSE: SO) and Ted Turner and will supply 
power to the member electric cooperatives of Denver-based Tri-State Generation and Transmission Association. Tempe, Ariz.-
based First Solar, Inc., (NASDAQ: FSLR) developed and constructed the facility and will provide operation and maintenance 
services under a long-term contract. 

“This is a key milestone for Southern Company as we steadily incorporate more renewables into our energy portfolio,”  said 
Southern Company Chairman, President and CEO Tom Fanning. “Renewables, along with new nuclear, increased energy 
efficiency, 21st century coal technology and additional natural gas, all will be crucial to meeting this nation’s growing energy 
demand.” 

Fanning also noted that New Mexico, with its abundant solar resources, was an ideal location to establish the company’s first 
commercial-scale solar operation. 

The 364-acre plant site is located within the service territory of Tri-State member system Springer Electric Cooperative in 
Colfax County, N.M, and is adjacent to Turner’s Vermejo Park Ranch. 

Southern Company and Turner Renewable Energy acquired the project from First Solar in March 2010. Turner Renewable 
Energy is a wholly owned subsidiary of Turner Enterprises with a focus on development of commercial-scale solar projects. 

“We are very excited to see this project completed and producing clean solar energy to power homes and businesses in New 
Mexico,”  said Turner. “Large-scale solar generation is among the fastest growing energy sources in the world, and we’re 
pleased that we can be a part of that growth.” 

Initially expected to go on line by the end of 2010, the facility was completed in eight months and began commercial operation 
in early December, nearly a month ahead of schedule. More than 300 workers were employed to construct the plant, which 
uses approximately 500,000 2’x 4’  advanced thin film photovoltaic modules manufactured by First Solar.  

“The Cimarron Solar Facility demonstrates First Solar's capabilities in utility scale projects," said Frank De Rosa, First Solar 
Senior Vice President of Project Development, North America. “Integrating technology, manufacturing, project development and 
engineering, procurement and construction expertise enables First Solar to be a leader in sustainable energy development.” 

Electricity generated by the plant will serve a 25-year power purchase agreement with Tri-State Generation and Transmission 
Association, a not-for-profit wholesale power supplier to 44 electric cooperatives serving 1.5 million consumers across 
Colorado, Nebraska, New Mexico and Wyoming. The project further expands Tri-State’s focus on providing renewable 
generation for its members, as the association also announced late last year that its Kit Carson Windpower Project began 
commercial operation in eastern Colorado.

“The Cimarron Solar Facility is another example of our ability to harness and utilize the abundant natural resources that are 
available to us in the West,”  said Ken Anderson, Tri-State’s executive vice president and general manager.  “Working with our 
partners, we have made a significant technology investment in the rural communities we serve, while further diversifying Tri-
State’s renewable resource mix.” 

About First Solar     



First Solar manufactures solar modules with an advanced semiconductor technology and provides comprehensive photovoltaic 
(PV) system solutions. By continually driving down manufacturing costs, First Solar is delivering an economically viable 
alternative to fossil-fuel generation today. From raw material sourcing through end-of-life collection and recycling, First Solar is 
focused on creating cost-effective, renewable energy solutions that protect and enhance the environment. For more 
information about First Solar, please visit www.firstsolar.com. 

For First Solar Investors 
This release contains forward-looking statements which are made pursuant to the safe harbor provisions of Section 21E of the 
Securities Exchange Act of 1934. The forward-looking statements in this release do not constitute guarantees of future 
performance. Those statements involve a number of factors that could cause actual results to differ materially, including risks 
associated with the company's business involving the company's products, their development and distribution, economic and 
competitive factors and the company's key strategic relationships and other risks detailed in the company's filings with the 
Securities and Exchange Commission. First Solar assumes no obligation to update any forward-looking information contained 
in this press release or with respect to the announcements described herein. 

About Turner Renewable Energy
Turner Renewable Energy is wholly owned by Ted Turner. Turner Enterprises, Inc. (TEI), a private company, manages the 
business interests, land holdings and investments of Ted Turner, including the oversight of 2 million acres in 12 states and in 
Argentina, and more than 50,000 bison head. 

About Southern Company
With 4.4 million customers and more than 42,000 megawatts of generating capacity, Atlanta-based Southern Company (NYSE: 
SO) is the premier energy company serving the Southeast. A leading U.S. producer of electricity, Southern Company owns 
electric utilities in four states and a growing competitive generation company, as well as fiber optics and wireless 
communications. Southern Company brands are known for excellent customer service, high reliability and retail electric prices 
that are below the national average. Southern Company is consistently listed among the top U.S. electric service providers in 
customer satisfaction by the American Customer Satisfaction Index (ACSI). Visit our Web site at www.southerncompany.com.
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