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LA County Approves First Solar to Start Module Installation at AV Solar Ranch One

TEMPE, Ariz., June 22, 2012--The Los Angeles County Department of Public Works and First Solar, Inc. (Nasdaq: FSLR) have 
reached an agreement on the installation of solar modules at the Solar Ranch One photovoltaic (PV) power plant currently 
under construction in the Antelope Valley.

The agreement enables First Solar to continue construction activities of the 230-megawatt power plant that, when completed in 
2013, will generate enough electricity to power 75,000 homes. Installation of the modules had been delayed while First Solar 
and Public Works worked to achieve agreement related to the module code certifications.

Dennis Hunter, Deputy Director of County Public Works, said the Department was responsible for ensuring that all applicable 
building codes were met by the project in order to protect the health and safety of county residents.

"We're pleased to see the project back on track," Hunter said. "Following our discussions, we are now confident in First Solar's 
ability to meet our health and safety requirements."

Work on the project began in August 2011 and is creating about 400 jobs during construction on the 2100 acre site.

Los Angeles County Supervisor Michael D. Antonovich said the AV Solar Ranch was one of the largest construction projects 
currently underway in the county and provided significant employment opportunities to the Antelope Valley community.

"I am very pleased my office was able to facilitate resolution that helped towards finally resolving the permit issue involving the 
safety requirements of the AVSR1 project in the Antelope Valley," Supervisor Antonovich said. "More importantly, this 
resolution will help those employees that have been furloughed to return to work as quickly as possible."

Jim Lamon, First Solar Senior Vice President of Engineering, Procurement and Construction and Operations and Maintenance, 
said the company greatly appreciates the collaboration and commitment from Public Works and 5th District staff to approve the 
module installation plan.

"As the first utility-scale solar PV project in Los Angeles County, this was the county's first opportunity to apply its codes to a 
facility of this magnitude, which required significant time and effort for everyone involved," Lamon said. "After a very 
collaborative process, we are confident we have the county's support to keep the project moving to completion, and that this 
process has paved the way for future projects in the region, which has great potential for solar energy production."

First Solar expects to ramp up staffing for the project over the next several weeks.

About First Solar, Inc.
First Solar is a leading global provider of comprehensive photovoltaic (PV) solar systems which use its advanced thin-film 
modules. The company's integrated power plant solutions deliver an economically attractive alternative to fossil-fuel electricity 
generation today. From raw material sourcing through end-of-life module collection and recycling, First Solar's renewable 
energy systems protect and enhance the environment. For more information about First Solar, please visit www.firstsolar.com. 

For First Solar Investors
This release contains forward-looking statements which are made pursuant to the safe harbor provisions of Section 21E of the 
Securities Exchange Act of 1934. The forward-looking statements in this release do not constitute guarantees of future 
performance. Those statements involve a number of factors that could cause actual results to differ materially, including risks 
associated with the company's business involving the company's products, their development and distribution, economic and 
competitive factors and the company's key strategic relationships and other risks detailed in the company's filings with the 
Securities and Exchange Commission. First Solar assumes no obligation to update any forward-looking information contained 
in this press release or with respect to the announcements described herein.
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